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Sermon preached by pastor Israel Piqueras Torrente at Iglesia Bautista Bíblica de Irún (Bible Baptist 
Church of Irún), Spain, on February 24, 2019. Translated and shared with permission. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gRztZpVHz7Y&list=PL8_13gf32bso91EZlPSXISEPZn2yas8sU&index= 
27&t=2151s 

The life of Joseph. I’ve used this phrase to cover a few points, some of the general aspects of the life of 
Joseph: it’s a story of hate, suffering, victory, and forgiveness. Again, a story of hate, suffering, victory, 
and forgiveness.  

I’ve divided the whole story into four acts. Within each act will be a series of messages. But these are 
the general acts of the life of Joseph: the first act is The Betrayed, the second act is The Slave, the third 
act is The Savior, and the fourth act, well, is a conclusion of all that he lived.  

Main characters: Israel/Jacob, obviously Joseph, Judah—because in the story of Joseph Judah has his 
role—and of course the family. These are the story’s main characters. The secondary characters: the 
Amalekites, Potiphar and his wife, the baker and the cupbearer, and Pharaoh. No need to say more.  

The settings: Egypt and Canaan, and the inner-history is the change of Judah over time. In this story of 
Joseph we find the story of Judah that seems to be inserted a little by force but that has its meaning and 
its reason.  

The story begins and they’re living there in Canaan, in some place around there in Canaan. In order to 
put ourselves into the story of Joseph, we have to know a little bit of what’s happened previously, in the 
life of the family. When we go there to Genesis—turn with me please. We can go, for example, to 
chapter 31. From there, approximately chapter 26, 27, around there, to chapter 37, which starts the 
story of Joseph, we have the context of what happens to Jacob. Jacob was a man of God, a very honored 
man, a very wise man, loved by all. Right? No. Thank you for the “no” that I hear over there. No, Jacob 
was a scoundrel, to put it in our words today.  

Jacob was a deceiver, even from his birth. From when he had consciousness, if you will, he was already 
the usurper, the deceiver, the one who tricks you to deceive you, the one who tricks you in order to get 
what is yours. This is simply to summarize the life of Jacob. We have in the first place the Jacob who 
flees, flees from his family, because he has usurped, he has stolen the blessing from his father, and Esau 
is threatening to kill him. You remember this, right? Esau threatens to kill him, he has to flee, his mother 
tells him to go to his uncle.  

Then we have the Jacob who yields to God, and this is in the scene where he wrestles with the angel and 
God changes his name, and from that moment on they start to call him Israel and God changes his 
name, saying, “for you have struggled with God and with men, and have prevailed.” Now this passage is 
interesting, isn’t it? He prevailed against God? How can he have prevailed against God? I’m going to say 
that he persevered against God until he got what he wanted, which was the blessing. Because when God 
says, “That’s enough,” the angel touches him there in the hip and he goes lame at that moment.  

But the life of Jacob has always been of fighting, fighting, fighting, through deceit, in order to get what 
he wanted. I hope your life isn’t a life of fighting and deceit in order to get what you want. I hope not. 
But this is what we find with Jacob. Jacob finally surrenders, makes a series of altars to God, in which it 
appears that his heart has finally changed.  
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Then finally we have the Jacob who returns to the land. When we talk about the Jacob who flees, about 
the Jacob who returns to the land, I want to say something about this. Jacob forms part of an enormous 
plan, which is the plan that God has with Abraham and his descendants until they become Jews. Jacob 
had to return to the land of Canaan because that was the promise and he would have to live there, in 
the land of Canaan. There was no way that what God had established would not come to pass. Do you 
agree with me? Jacob could have done whatever he wanted, but the will of God was always going to be 
done.  

The same in our lives: what God wants to do with us, he’s going to do. It’s that simple. The more we 
worry, the more we go crazy, the more we yell, the more we get frustrated—what God has wanted to 
do in your life is what He is doing, and what He wants to do with you in the future He’s going to do. Now 
this doesn’t mean that you can lie on the floor and say, “Okay, now, let the will of God be done in me.” 
We have to keep moving in obedience to Him. But understand that what God wants to do with you He’s 
going to do.  

The plan of God for your life, is it good or bad? Notice that I don’t ask if it’s painful. I’m asking if the 
purpose of God for your life is good. Is it? Of course. Is it good spiritually or is it good materially? Of 
course, this question needs to be clarified, doesn’t it? The spiritual purpose of God for your life is always 
good. If He has died for you, if He has provided His Son for you, why then will He let you go and say, 
“Now search for life”? When we keep going, we are His children, He has a perfect plan for us. Perfect for 
us. And it’s going to be fulfilled whether we go along with it or not, whether we’re searching for it or 
not.  

I’ve given this as an example several times: I came to be pastor of this church without looking for it, 
without even desiring it, my wife either. And God did it perfectly, in His timing. He moved everything in 
order to get to the situation we’re in now. God will finish His work in you and will perfect it. This should 
comfort you and should give you encouragement. In the face of difficulties, God always has His plan and 
God is always with you. This is if we’re His children. To those who love God, all things work together for 
good, and then it clarifies “to those who are called according to His purpose,” to those who are really His 
children. The natural man, the man who doesn’t know God, doesn’t have this comfort. He absolutely 
does not have this comfort. The man who doesn’t know God has to wander through life however he 
wanders, without comfort in pain, without a shoulder to cry on. But the child of God always has this 
comfort.  

Before starting the story of Joseph, we should establish certain bases for the story of Joseph. The first is 
a question. And that is, why do we have the story of Joseph? It’s curious that we have very little about 
Isaac his father, isn’t it? We have a lot about Abraham. We have Isaac there a little, almost unnoticed. 
The text doesn’t focus on his life. He had a very long life, but it doesn’t tell us about his life. It could tell 
us about Jacob and immediately take us to Egypt and starting the twelve tribes and starting a nation. But 
God devotes a lot of time to the story of Joseph.  

Why devote so much time to the story of Joseph? Because it has a lot of lessons for us, and the first 
lesson is that Joseph, and the story of Joseph, isn’t an end in and of itself. What do I mean by this? 
Joseph is simply a part of God’s plan. Simply. One part of God’s plan. In the same way you’re a part in 
God’s plan. In the exact same way. Different situations, different times, different pains, different 
customs, but simply a part in a plan greater than Joseph. Joseph forms a part in the plan of 
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reconciliation, doesn’t he? If we follow biblical history, Joseph is a part of Christ Himself, of the very 
history of Christ. Of how he goes to Egypt, of how God uses all this in the people of Israel.  

In the same way God works with us making us parts of, first, the universal church; second, the local 
church; and third, your own life. When we look at it that way, whether Joseph suffered or didn’t suffer 
doesn’t matter as much. Do you agree with me? Because Joseph is secondary in this. The main character 
of the story isn’t Joseph. The main character is God and how He uses Joseph to accomplish His eternal 
plan. Do you understand that?  

We’re not the main characters of this, which is the church. God is building His church, and we are a part 
of the plan that He’s accomplishing with the church. Whether you suffer or whether you cry, in a sense, 
doesn’t matter much. In the same way, so that we understand, the soldier who goes to war to exchange 
fire with another soldier, is he the main character of the war? Well no—he’s not on the battlefield and 
he raises his hand, “Stop, I’ve twisted my ankle,” and everyone, “Oh, you don’t say, you poor thing,” and 
they get him up—because he’s not the main character. However, the war ends, it stops, when two men 
who are in charge say, “Okay, there’s a winner and a loser,” or “We’ve come to peace.” And in this sense 
the soldier is a part of the war, he eventually is a part of the peace.  

Notice how interesting this is. God has a universal plan for His church, in which we form a part. God 
works with the governments, on the worldwide level—He removes kings, He sets up kings, we know that 
passage very well. God preserves His universal church, and when I say the universal church I mean the 
church that consists of all those who are children of God. Okay? It’s that simple: those who are in China, 
those who are white, those who are black, those who are lame, those who are poor, those who are rich, 
they’re all children of God, they all form this church of God. And God has put Himself in charge, 
throughout history, of preserving this universal church. There is a plan for it.  

God has used riches at certain times in history, He’s used poverty for His universal church, He’s used 
persecution, He’s used people in one part of the world to preserve the church in another part of the 
world. Right? We’re a church started by missionaries. So God has used people in one part of the world 
to bless us in another part of the world and in a way we have this connection.  

God’s plan with this universal church is going to be preserved until the purpose of the universal church is 
completed. What is the purpose of the universal church? For example, Ephesians 5:25-27 says, 
“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He might 
sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, that He might present her to Himself a 
glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without 
blemish.”  

The purpose of the universal church is to be presented as a bride to Christ. We see the same thing in II 
Corinthians 11:2. This is saying in the context, in chapter 10, Paul is giving a defense of his ministry, you 
see the opening there. And at the end he comes to chapter 11, saying, verse two, “For I am jealous for 
you with godly jealousy.” “All that I’ve done hasn’t been for me; all that I’ve done is because ‘I am 
jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you as 
a chaste virgin to Christ.’ Everything I’ve done is to unite you with Christ so that together there be this 
perfecting, this beautifying, and here this betrothal.” We’d have to talk a lot more about the custom of 
those times with the wedding vows.  
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But for the goal of presenting her as a pure virgin to Christ. The purpose of the universal church is to be 
presented to Christ. Brothers and sisters, in this universal plan, your pain and my pain, what? Perhaps it 
doesn’t matter that much. Now I’m not saying that it doesn’t matter to God, be careful. In the universal 
plan, of presenting the precious and perfect and purified and washed church to Christ, God is going to 
use whatever He needs to with the church in order to bring her to that point.  

If you’ve walked through Lavadero, next to the river there’s a place for washing, one of those old kinds 
from when the women washed clothes in the river. And there are some of the same kind by a rock 
about this size, a little tilted like this. And I went by the other day, and you know what those rocks are 
like? Do you think they’re completely flat? What are they like? They’re curved. Why? Because day after 
day, year after year, over hundreds of years, surely, the clothing has been pounded, dragged, pounded 
there, all for what? To clean it.  

I’m not an expert in these things, but that’s how it used to be done with the clothing so that it was pure 
and so that it was clean. And in some way God is going to do this with the church if necessary to purify 
and clean her. It doesn’t matter much that it might hurt the clothing. Because the goal is the purity of 
that clothing.  

The objective of all that God is doing is not your happiness. There are some who want to claim that, 
“Happiness is the goal of Christianity.” I’m really sorry, that’s not the goal. The goal is that the church be 
purified and washed. Sometimes it means removing some people from the church. Sometimes that’s 
what it means. It means disciplines, it means the pain of particular people—that’s also what it means.  

First of all, you form part of God’s universal plan. Second of all, you form part of the plan of the local 
church. All churches have a history. Some are a hundred years old, some fifty, others seventy, others 
two hundred. But God has been working with the church in a particular manner, adding to some on 
some occasions, taking from others on other occasions, sometimes dividing the church, sometimes 
growing the church. God has done in each moment with His local church as He has desired to do.  

You are also a part in the work of this local church. Everything that happens in your life on the first level 
affects the universal church, on the second level affects the local church. And I repeat—and we don’t 
like to hear it—but the local church is above the individuals. If God has to step on individuals in order to 
perfect the local church, He’ll do it. If God has to bless in order to perfect the local church, He’ll do it.  

We ought to be capable of looking at the past, understanding what God has done, and understanding 
what God wanted to teach us. We would be foolish if we erased all that God has done in the past with 
this church. And now I’m talking about this local church. We should understand what has happened and 
what lessons God wanted to teach the church in order to put them into practice and be pleasing to Him.  

In God’s plan with the local church, coincidences don’t exist. And I don’t believe that you’re here this 
morning by coincidence. No one has come knocking on doors in Irún and came here and entered and 
“Oh, what’s this?” God is working a plan in your life, and you form part of this church. Which is why we 
ought to understand that our actions also affect the church. Our sin also affects the church. Our lack of 
faith, our infidelity, our lack of commitment, everything affects the church. The things we live personally 
as individuals, as husbands, as wives, as neighbors, as family members, as employees, at the end, God 
wants to use it to edify this church. Never find yourself destroying what God is doing in this church. 
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Never find yourself fighting against what God is doing in this church. Because the church is above you 
and of course it’s above me. Because the church is Christ’s.  

Everything you live ought to be useful on some level or in some way for the church, to edify it. If we 
believe that we form these parts within the local church, your life ought to be a blessing to the church. 
What you’re living ought to be a blessing to the church. Your efforts also ought to be focused on being a 
blessing to others. If you understand that you form part of something larger than yourself. The other 
part—and get this—the person who only wants to get from the church, the person who doesn’t want to 
support the church, is the person who is on the other side. Who thinks that the church is something 
secondary and that the church will keep going without my help, without my commitment, without my 
faithfulness. And this ought in no way to be so.  

Third of all—we’ve said first we’re parts within the universal plan, we’re parts within the local church, 
and in the third place, God is using you, working in your life, so that you give glory to the local church 
and the universal church at the same time, so that you’re useful to both churches. At the same time that 
everything that happens in the churches affects the universal church, everything that happens in us 
ought to have an effect on the local church.   

God isn’t in your life throwing dice, saying, “Okay, let’s see what we’re doing now with Pachi, come on, 
let’s throw the dice. Turns out that you break an arm. Okay, or turns out they give you a Ferrari.” And 
you can talk about it. But God isn’t playing dice with you. And I say this of course with great respect. God 
isn’t saying, “Let’s see what happens with Laura,” or “Let’s see what happens with Alesandra,” or “Let’s 
see what happens with Aurora.” God has a perfect plan for your life. Perfect for your life.  

Do you know what happens with this part about the plan for our lives? That sometimes we deceive 
ourselves with this. And when we pray to God, we say, “Lord, show me the plan that You have for my 
life.” And I suspect that sometimes, we don’t understand what has happened in our lives. How are we 
going to understand what’s going to happen in the future? Each thing that has happened in your life, 
absolutely each thing that has happened in your life, if you are a child of God, you ought to look back 
and say, “I learned from this, God shaped me through this.” Not everything, because there are things 
we’ll discover when we’re in His presence. But when God has hurt you in your life, cry to God for Him to 
teach you why and for Him to teach you what use this pain has in the life of the local church and in the 
life of the universal church.  

The universal church is more complicated because we can’t manage it, but we can manage the local 
church. When you suffered something so painful ten years ago, and you’ve spent ten years dragging that 
around and haven’t let it go, tell God, “Lord, I want to get rid of it right now. Lord, they offended me ten 
years, fifteen years, or two years ago. God, I want to let it go. May You use this in my life to perfect me 
and to be useful to the church.” And how beautiful. Forgiveness is something beautiful. We’re going to 
see in the life of Joseph that forgiveness is a beautiful tool. But how beautiful if a person said, “Three 
years ago, they offended me, and finally I’m able to forgive.” And that person who has managed to 
forgive comes beside another person who hasn’t forgiven yet, to another individual, and says to him, “It 
was hard but I forgave.” And through this person, through this personal lesson, God makes it so that, by 
one person helping another, the church is edified.  

And personal pain can turn into good for everyone. The problem is when we haven’t understood 
personal pain, when we haven’t forgiven, when we keep dragging around these super heavy weights 
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that are the offenses and that is the lack of forgiveness. If you’re a child of God, God has chosen you 
before the foundation of the world. What has happened in our life ought to be lessons to get you to 
where you are.  

I know a woman who—you don’t know her, so there’s no need to guess—but I know a woman who has 
been with lots of men. And talking about that person confidentially with my wife, she told me she had 
grown up without a father. And this lack of a masculine reference in her life made it so that she had 
problems with all the men she was with. She isn’t a believer, but if she were a believer, she ought to say, 
“God has permitted me to grow up this way so that I would put my complete trust and my complete 
comfort in that He, God, is my father, and my mother, and my everything.” We who are believers and 
have suffered great absences in the past, or great pain in the past, or have suffered the death of a dear 
family member, we ought to come to the understanding that God made it this way and come to learn 
what God wanted to do with this in our lives.  

And I suspect that not only some of us but all of us carry a scar in our lives. Yes? Yes. Because life 
produces scars. But God wants to use these scars, this pain for something. How beautiful if this 
woman—and perhaps God wants to do something with her in the future, I don’t know—but how 
beautiful if this woman one day came to the point of saying, “I grew up without a father, but today God 
is my Father. And He has supplied, He is the reference that I need in my life. Could I have had a father? I 
haven’t had one, but that’s how God has wanted it, and God has raised me up.” 

And in whatever situation you could have, if you have suffered need in the past, if you’ve opened the 
fridge and there wasn’t anything to eat, how beautiful that after some time, you said, “God did so and 
so, and God to this day always has given to me, because He is my provider. He is the one who has given 
me everything I need. Not my job, not my hands, not my strength, but He has been my provider.” And 
with this idea, you come alongside another brother who is in that moment going through a situation of 
need and you tell him, “Brother, look what God has done with me. I’ve suffered hunger, I’ve suffered 
pain, without clothes, without this, without that, but God has always been good. And God has always 
provided.” 

And the pains of the past become comfort and edification to the church in the present. For this reason 
you should cry to God for the wisdom to understand the pains of the past that have come. Perhaps if we 
hadn’t gone through pain, we wouldn’t put our total trust in Christ. Perhaps if life had always smiled on 
us, our faith today would be weaker. And God wants to use what He has done in the past.  

Be aware of what Satan wants to do. Because Satan is also in the equation. Be aware of what Satan 
wants to do. Satan also wants to use what’s in your past, of course, he’s very smart. But he wants to use 
it to destroy you. He wants to burden you with the weights of what has happened and that your entire 
life be marked by what has happened in the past. Without understanding, without forgiveness. With a 
heart full of bitterness against God. With a fist raised to heaven saying, “God, you are bad.” This is what 
Satan wants to do.  

Also with lack of forgiveness in the church. How sad if we brethren couldn’t sit down in peace, right? 
Each one knows whom he has to forgive or whom he doesn’t have to forgive if there’s peace in the 
church. God knows perfectly. But Satan also wants to use it. And if you lose sight of that, Satan wants to 
use your pain of the past to destroy the church in the present.  
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Why? We return to the beginning. Because you’re a part in this and what occurs in your life affects the 
church. Joseph was simply a part in the story of reconciliation. And that’s why when we look at Joseph, 
we don’t have to worship or give glory to Joseph. We admire him because he was a great man. But 
behind him was God. And Joseph is going to teach us things about Christ, may things about Christ. But 
he was just a part. And that’s why we have the story of Joseph. And that’s why there’s the rest of the 
story in the Bible. Each and every one of the stories of the Bible is a part in God’s perfect plan to present 
the church to his son Jesus Christ, who deserves it, who came, who died for us. When we look at the Old 
Testament, when we look at Joseph, we’re going to try with a magnifying glass to see Christ, who is our 
precious Savior.  

We’re going to leave it here. In the future we’re going to talk about a dysfunctional family, because 
Joseph’s family was a disaster. For another day.  

Eternal God our Father, Lord, You know the pain we’re going through. You know what pain we’re 
dragging around, what wounds of the past we’re dragging around, or what wounds of the present, Lord, 
and on a personal level You want to be our comfort, You want to restore us, You want to give us peace. 
Lord, You do desire for us to be happy, but spiritually, knowing that in Christ we have everything we 
need. Lord, you know what each person needs, each person, this morning. You know who needs 
forgiveness, you know who needs comfort, you know who needs to get rid of the bitterness in his heart 
or the hatred in his heart. You know who needs some words of encouragement. You know who needs 
some words of warning. Lord, you know. Do Your perfect work in each one of us. Thank you for how 
much we receive from You. In Christ’s name, amen.  


